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3Generate 2016 took place from 25-27 November at the PGL Centre in Swindon and 

included children and young people from all over the Connexion, organised in 3 age-

streams: 8-11s, 11-18s, 18-23s.We are very grateful to the churches, circuit and district for 

generous support for this event. A group of 8 children went from Didcot and Wallingford and 

all of them had a great time. Here are some of the things they wrote about their experiences.    

Katherine and Ian Pickering 

 

8-11s programme by Irene Obeng 

Friday  

7:45 – We arrived, signed in, then went on the inflatables (a pirate shape inflatable). 

9:00 –Back inside, by that time lots more people had come, I saw a friend from last year, 

Christine and Emily from CYMG. We used the pods for a while. 

9:30 – Everyone gathered and we had worship with the puppets and they did a story 

showing nothing can buy love. 

 

Saturday  

7:00 – We all woke up and at 8:00 had breakfast. 

9:00 – We did outdoor activities -I chose archery and it was great fun. 
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11:30 – We all did something called 'Speak out' with 8 activities, my favourite one was 'Jelly 

bean conversations' where we got to speak to the candidates and a colour represents a 

question. 

12:30 –Lunch. 

1:30 – We did worship with the gospel choir it was really good! 

2:00 – We had an 'Engage' session. I did a session called “Making a difference” with Vice 

President Rachel. 

3:30 – Everyone used the pods. 

4:00 – We had a 'Respond' session where I went to the craft space and wrote what I 

enjoyed. 

5:00 – We used the pods again then played games. 

6:00 –Dinner. 

7:30 – We had a silent disco where you wear headphones and choose a track to listen to, 

we also went to the chocolate fountain. 

8:30 – We all had worship, then off to bed. 

 

Sunday  

7:00 – We woke up and packed, had breakfast then went to our common room. 

9:00 – All age worship. I went with the gospel choir again. 

11:00 – We all voted for youth president then had a manifesto session about being agents of 

change. 

1:00 – We had lunch and checked out. 

 
From Edward Swift  
We did archery and went on an inflatable pirate ship. We played some games and learnt 
about Christianity and there were puppet shows of bible stories. We saw some magic tricks 
which were really epic! I made loads of friends. We met important church people. I enjoyed 
it!   
 

From Michael Frimpong  

3Generate is a good place to go to. At the beginning the songs were good and helpful 
because they helped us learn. I particularly liked the song about the shepherd losing one of 
his 100 sheep because he didn't give up in finding him. Gospel was good as well, I liked the 
song 'Every Praise to our God ' and I can still remember it. There was lots of different 
activities to do. I enjoyed doing them. I think worship was also good because it was a time to 
calm down and be quiet. Finally we had to vote for who we wanted to become Youth 
President so we watched 5 videos of Youth President candidates.    
 
From Chris Maponga  

We played, prayed and read the Bible. The meals were fantastic!  
On Saturday we did our activities and we had lots of fun, I did zip wire with Ryan and the 
instructions were quite hard but we did it in the end. I enjoyed snacks and we prayed before 
we went to bed. I really liked sharing the room with the other boys.  
I wish we could stay a bit longer because it was really fantastic. I learnt a lot about Jesus. 
When I went to school, I told my friends all about Methodist church and how nice it was to 
meet other people and making friends with them. 
Thank you Didcot Methodist Church for making it possible for me and my brothers to attend 
3Generate. Thank you very much. God bless you. 
 

From Ryan Maponga  

We had the choice between giant swing, zip wire, aero ball, vertical challenge and many 

more fantastic activities. In the evening, after our activities, we had dinner then watched a 

puppet show, had a reflection time before starting the SILENT DISCO!!!! We were given 
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wireless headphones connected to 2 stations and partied for 1 hour until it was time to go to 

bed. On Sunday, the big worship included learning songs and using puppets.  

Thank you Didcot Methodist church for the opportunity to go to 3Generate as I have learnt 

lots of things that I couldn't have learnt anywhere else.  

 

 

11-18s programme by Andy Obeng 

 

Friday  

7:45 - We arrived, checked in and then started finding our way around.  

10:00 – We all went to the marquee to have our first worship session. We all listened to the 

creation story then thought about “If we were God in what order would we create the world?” 

in our small groups. 

12:00 –Lights Out 

 

Saturday  

7:00 – We woke up and had breakfast 

8:45 – Worship:  we sang many worship songs with the worship band. 

9:30 – We gathered with our leaders to begin our outdoor activity. My activity was vertical 

challenge where you had 4 obstacles to climb up: a ladder, tyres, rock climbing and nets. 

11:00  a short "Butty Break" for bacon sandwiches. 

11:30 –"Go Sessions".  We could choose a creative or discussion topic for each subject. My 

subject was “Creative Extremism”. We had a look at Extremism in the world today and 

created our own flip books to show how in the darkest night, a single flame can shine bright 

in our own interpretations. 

1:00 –Lunch 

5:00 – We met the youth president candidates and asked them why they'd like to be voted 

for the position and how they'd help with the Methodist Church, especially the youth.  

6:00 – Dinner  

7:00 – We had 6 things to choose from and I chose to watch the movie the "The Secret life 

of Pets".  

9:00 – Silent disco -no music heard in the room except people singing along. 

12:00 – Lights Out. 

 

Sunday  

7:00 –packed our bags and breakfast 

9:00 –"All age worship". My session was to sing with the Gospel Choir. 

10:30 -"Grow Sessions" in which we looked at the roles of the 3 Generate representatives.  

12:30 –lively worship with the worship band and gospel choir. 

13:00 – Lunch then time to go. 

 
From Toby Caudle…  

My weekend at 3Generate was great fun. There was lots of things to do, my favourite was 
the Survival activity, where we built shelters and made fires. We had an assembly each day 
which involved music, singing and prayer. The discussion groups about the church were 
very interesting. It was good to do these things with people my own age.    
 
From Sean Maponga…. 
At 3Generate I learnt this verse: 
Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord. Psalm 31:24 
 
The day before 3Generate I was very excited we were attending again.  



4 
 

When we got there on Friday, I instantly felt the joy of being there and remembering things 
from 2015 and spotting new things. I remembered quite a lot of people as I managed to stay 
in contact with friends from the previous 3Generate gathering and the joy we had when 
seeing each other was remarkable.  
 
Breakfast was magnificent it was so delicious! I enjoyed my food! For the activities, I had 
chosen Giant Swing, it was extremely scary! We had so much to do on Saturday- we did 
worship for an hour, we had silent disco, games room and the lounge. I met so many people- 
very kind and interesting people! 
 
On Sunday I was extremely unhappy it was the last day. We did worship then afterwards we 
did two activities - to be creative and discuss the problems we face today each and every 
day. We had our last worship session with everyone in the Marquee. I will never forget 
3Generate 2016- truly remarkable! I wish it lasted longer. These kind of gatherings will 
enable me to grow to be a young person following in God’s footsteps. 
 
And finally…. from Michelle Swift (Edward’s Mum) 
 
It was an amazing experience walking in and seeing how many children and young people 
were there. It's easy to forget you're a part of something so much bigger than the church you 
attend and seeing this was just as important to me dropping people off, as it was for those 
staying to participate. It was very well organised with loads of helpers around and I would 
have loved to have had the opportunity to attend something like this when I was young. 
 
 


