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The Oxford Circuit serves the city of Oxford, its suburbs, and villages and 
market towns from Woodstock to Watlington. Public worship is offered in 
thirteen places including St Mary’s Church in Chalgrove and Holy Family 
LEP in Blackbird Leys. Chaplains serve the Universities of Oxford and 
Oxford Brookes.   

Oxford

Prayer 

Living God, you have called us to your service. 
Make us worthy of our calling. Lead us, guide 
us and empower us through your Holy Spirit 
now and always. Amen. 

Give Thanks For:
•	 The commitment of many volunteers in and beyond our churches. 
•	 The Circuit Leadership Team. 
•	 The completion of the re-development project at Bladon. 
•	 The work with lonely and older people in Headington.
•	 Good ecumenical relationships in Kidlington.  

Please Pray For:
•	 The guidance of the Holy Spirit as we discern the best way to use 

our buildings and resources for mission. 
•	 The new staff joining our Circuit – Rev’d Dr Paul Carter and Rev’d 

Dr Stephen Maunder 
•	 and their families. 
•	 The development of community chaplaincy in Rose Hill. 
•	 The interregnum at Chalgrove.
•	 The outworking of the Church review at Cowley Road.
•	 The setting up of a Memory Club at Kennington serving those who 

are living with dementia  and their carers. 
•	 Rainbow House, a drop-in centre at Wesley Memorial Church for 

parents, carers and children. 
•	 The work amongst students at the city’s universities.     

Superintendent 
Rev’d Dr Martin Wellings 

Ministers
Rev’d Dr Robert Bates 
University Chaplain 

Rev’d Brian Brown 
Writer & Producer  

Rev’d Paul Carter

Rev’d Dr Stephen
Maunder 

Rev’d Dr Ralph Waller
Harris Manchester College

Rev’d Heather Carter 
Associate Presbyter  

Circuit Stewards 
Chris Butler Treasurer
Simeon Mitchell 
John Winterbottom  

Lay Workers
Alison Butler 
Mission and Heritage 

Mel McCulloch 
Children, Families and 
Outreach  

Supernumeraries 
Rev’d Philip Beuzeval 
Rev’d David Bull 
Rev’d Geoffrey Hunter
Rev’d Jean King 
Rev’d Leslie Marsh 
Rev’d John Rowland 
Rev’d Michael Sawyer 
Rev’d Judy Turner-Smith 



Our Circuit covers a large part of the attractive south Oxfordshire 
countryside. We have nine churches, and a total membership of over 
500. Our area is home to a number of scientific establishments and hi-
tech industries. We are also an area in which a considerable amount of 
new housing has and is being built and planned. 

Wantage & Abingdon

Prayer 

Eternal God, 
You are the one who makes all things new and in you 
we place our hope and trust.
For you have been with us in the past, are with us now, 
and will be in all that is yet to come.
Blessed be your name.
Amen.

Give Thanks For:
•	 Rev’d Jocelyn Bennett (& her husband Neil), moving into our Circuit 

to share in ministry with us.
•	 The ways in which the churches in the Circuit are actively looking to 

the future and planning for growth.
•	 Optimism and enthusiasm across the Circuit as we “change the 

narrative” and look forward with hope and confidence.
•	 Signs of growth and of new opportunities.
•	 Our Local Preachers and Worship Leaders.
•	 Our Supernumerary Ministers.
•	 Young people from across the Circuit going to 3Generate.

Please Pray For:
•	 Our Community Chaplains, Libby and Sarah, as they continue their 

ministry in the growing housing estate in Didcot and as the Circuit 
seeks to recruit volunteer Chaplains to extend the work.

•	 The Circuit Leadership Team as they (in partnership and consulta-
tion with the local churches) seek to continue to discern the way 
forward and the best use of our resources.

•	 Our new Circuit Stewards. 

Superintendent 
Rev’d Keith Underhill 

Ministers 
Rev’d John Anderson

Rev’d Jocelyn Bennett

Rev’d Ian Griffiths 

Deacon Selina Nisbett 

Rev’d Rebecca Peters 
Authorised Presbyter

Supernumeraries 
Rev’d Kenneth Blake 
Deacon Maggie Blake 
Rev’d Frances Blood 
Rev’d Alan Grist

Community Chaplains
Libby Hawkness-Smith 
Sarah Ifill 

Circuit Stewards 
Geoffrey Maunder
Carolyn Roche
Alan Smith 



Superintendent
Rev’d Rose Westwood

Ministers
Rev’d Fred Ireland
Rev’d Melanie Reed

Minister in other
Appointment:
Rev’d Roger Faulkner

Lay workers
Anne Crawford
Dawn Haley

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Nicola Blois
Rev’d David Clark
Rev’d Elgin Crewe 
Rev’d Richard Donoghue
Rev’d Hilary Ewing
Rev’d Michael Gilyead
Rev’d Charles Harris
Rev’d Brenda Woods

Circuit Stewards
Martin Bucknall
Ian Cotton
Val Donoghue
Eddie Fowler
Ann Jerome
Andrew Pote

 
The Witney and Faringdon Circuit is situated in rural west Oxfordshire 
and includes several picturesque rural towns and villages.  The greatest 
challenge in both town and countryside, at present, is the large number 
of new housing developments and the impact this brings for communities 
and churches. 

Witney & Faringdon

Prayer 

Gracious God,
when Jesus walked among us,
his words were always inspiring in their 
challenge,
and compassionate to those in despair.
Give us loving hearts and willing hands,
together with wisdom and confidence to share 
your good news 
with all we meet this day.
Amen

Give Thanks For:
•	 Ecumenical relationships across the Circuit. 
•	 The ever-growing parent and toddler group, Witney High Street.
•	 ‘Drop in’ lunches at Bampton.
•	 Lite bites and ethical discussion at Charlbury.
•	 Cornerstone Coffee House, craft group, and fellowship group at 

Long Hanborough.
•	 House groups, and fellowship groups at Davenport Road.
•	 Purpose fulfilled in Filkins.

Please Pray For:
•	 All the outreach groups mentioned above that they may be places 

of safety, joy and filled with God’s love.
•	 Rev’d Melanie Reed (and Paul) who enters stationing for 2019.
•	 A new children and families’ worker for the Circuit.
•	 Girls’ Brigade at Davenport Road: that the girls may know more of 

God’s love in their lives.
•	 Outreach into new areas of housing in West Oxfordshire which will 

affect most of our congregations.



Superintendent
Rev’d Soba Sinnathamby

Ministers
Rev’d Malcolm Cook AM

Supernumeraries
Rev’d David Buckley
Rev’d Stephen Bywater
Rev’d Alan Wright

Circuit Leadership 
Team
John Bentley
Helen Blight
Alan Philips

Circuit Administrator
Ian Philipson

The Circuit’s focus for this year is Mission. Although not much has been 
done outwardly, almost all churches in the circuit are involved in mission 
in some form or another. One of the churches is having a café style 
worship in the village hall every quarter attended by several people in the 
community.  Men’s Fellowship meets regularly over supper.

Ecumenical projects in Upper Rissington and Shipston on Stour are 
continuing to serve people in their communities.

Chipping Norton & Stow

Prayer 

Give Thanks For:
•	 God’s sustaining presence among his people and the signs of hope 

in local churches.
•	 The commitment and hard work of church leaders and members.
•	 Preachers and Ministers for their faithful service and ministry.
•	 The Curve Project in Upper Rissington and the Youth Project in Ship-

ston, both reach out to many people.

Please Pray For:
•	 Churches and Congregations to have a clear vision and purpose 

for the future.
•	 Revival within our churches and communities.
•	 A deeper commitment for members to learn and grow in faith.
•	 Churches across the circuit working closer and feeling stronger.



Superintendent 
Rev’d Lin Francis

Ministers
Rev Steve Swann
Rev’d Chris Gaynor AM
Rev’d Lynda Spokes AM

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Chris Eddy
Rev’d Jean Fletcher
Dcn Margaret Hale
Rev’d Barbara Halstead
Rev’d Robert Jones
Rev’d Mary Pheasey
Rev’d Jeff Smith
Rev’d John Warren
Rev’d Barrie Lawless AM

Circuit Steward
Janet Jones

Children & Families 
Worker
Julie Swann  

 
Twelve rural & town churches, including a LEP make up the Banbury Circuit. 
The Ecumenical work is good, cross circuit relationships are supportive 
and now that we are fully staffed, the circuit can  move forwards.

Banbury

Prayer 

Lord, you have provided for all of our needs 
and we thank you. Show us now where you 
want us to be and what you would have us do. 
May your Holy Spirit strengthen, support and 
guide us afresh in order that we may bring 
others to know you.  Amen.

Give Thanks For:
•	The	circuit	stewards	who	have	worked	so	hard	over	this	last	year.
•	 The	 Supernumerary	ministers	 and	 LP’s	 for	 taking	 on	 so	much	more	
work.
•	Thank	God	for	enabling	the	circuit	to	get	through	a	very	difficult	time.

Please Pray For:
•		This	circuit	as	it	adjusts	to	working	with	a	Team	Ministry	approach.
•		Hinton	&	Marlborough	Road	Churches.	These	are	our	main	focuses	
for mission this year.
•		New	hope	and	new	beginnings.



Superintendent 
Rev’d Steve Mann

Ministers
Rev’d Tim Edworthy 
Rev’d Patricia Olivent - 
Hayes

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Michael Langley
Rev’d Roger Lee

Lay Pastoral Workers
Katy Morris
Malcolm Bromhall 

Circuit Stewards
Linda Paice
Peter Butcher
Helen Evans
Louise Williams

Circuit Secretary
Linda Paice

Circuit Treasurer    
David Teckoe

Our Circuit loosely fills the gap between the M40 and M1 with four 
town churches and four village churches spread across the counties of 
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire.

Here there is lots of history; lots of good people; lots of house building 
and lots of opportunity.

Buckingham, Bicester
& Brackley

Prayer 

Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating
While harvest fields are vast and white?
Revive, us Lord, the world is waiting,
Equip your church to spread the light. 
(Bessie Head)

Give Thanks For:
•	 The continued flourishing of the youth club at Silverstone and the 

recently introduced monthly youth service.
•	 Malcolm Bromhall as he takes up appointment as a Mission 

Outreach Worker alongside the churches in the Northamptonshire 
section of the circuit.

•	 Three new members of the Circuit Leadership team from September 
2018.

Please Pray For:
•	 Gawcott Methodist Church as they transition from an evening 

service to a morning service.
•	 The implementation of a new circuit mission strategy that seeks to 

rediscover evangelism and discipleship at the heart of all that we 
do.

•	 Discernment and vision for each of our churches and particularly 
SPIRIT-PREPARED GROUND in Buckingham, Gawcott, Steeple 
Claydon, Thornborough, Silverstone, Brackley, Towcester and 
Bicester.



 
As Leicester Trinity Circuit celebrates its first year of two circuits coming 
together in 2017, our Mission Statement is “Leicester Trinity Circuit aims 
to inspire and enable its people to love and serve God, made known to 
us in Christ, throughout churches and communities”.   

Leicester Trinity

Prayer 

Loving God, we pray for our society that puts its 
trust in success and belongings and not in your 
goodness and love.

For those who have been hurt when let down by 
those they trusted, including children who have 
been abused, those unemployed, frail, and all 
those let down by our society.

Give Thanks For:
•	 The unity within our churches as we continue to build our new circuit 

and its mission. 
•	 We also give thanks for the circuit Ministers, Stewards and leaders 

of our churches who have been faithful to God’s call.
•	 The lay staff and volunteers, for their support for the Circuit and its 

churches in diverse ways, such as property, safeguarding and other 
areas of church life.

•	 The diversity of our churches, ecumenical and interfaith relationships 
that exist around our Circuit.

•	 The work with young people and young families around the Circuit 
through Messy Church,  Youth Clubs, Junior Church, Brigades and 
Birstall’s After School Club.

Please Pray For:
•	 The Holy Spirit to inspire us as we seek ways to serve God in our 

different communities.
•	 The work of Methodist Women in Britain to continue to grow and 

reach out to the young women in our churches. 

Superintendent
Rev’d Edson Dube 

Ministers
Rev’d Paula Hunt
Rev’d Jenny Impey
Rev’d Saidu Kanu
Rev’d Derek McLean
Rev’d Fran Rhys
Rev’d Jervis Daniel Yovan

Circuit Stewards                                                    
Richard Cawthorn
Martin Briers
Diane Allen
Julie Manning
Peter Mosedale
Fiona Pimm

Supernumeraries
Rev’d John Atkinson
Rev’d Peter Brooks
Rev’d John Clarke
Rev’d Jack Hanson
Rev’d Albert Mosley
Rev’d Anthony Pick
Rev’d Vincent Price
Rev’d Arthur Rowe
Rev’d Gordon Webb

Circuit Administrators
Margaret Bagur
Laurie Rowell



Our Circuit covers a large part of the attractive south Oxfordshire 
countryside. We have nine churches, and a total membership of over 
500. Our area is home to a number of scientific establishments and hi-
tech industries. We are also an area in which a considerable amount of 
new housing has and is being built and planned. 

Children & Young

Give Thanks For:
•	 The outreach of our churches to children and young people through 

many varied groups.
•	 Our Sunday Schools, Junior Churches, Sunday clubs and fellowship 

groups.
•	 Work in Schools.
•	 Weeknight activities, Clubs, Uniformed Organisations and other 

ways in which each church relates to children and young people.
•	 The work of all those who lead children and young people.

LORD WE PRAY:
In the Autumn Term: 
•	 For young children in Nursery groups and for children starting 

School in Key Stage 1.
•	 For contacts with families through Messy Church.
•	 For 3Generate at the end of November in Southport.

In the Spring Term: 
•	 For children in Key Stage 2, giving thanks for their energy and 

enthusiasm.
•	 For Our Sunday Schools, Junior Churches, Fellowship groups.
•	 For weeknight activities, for Uniformed Organisations, Youth and 

Children’s Clubs. 
•	 For Acts 29 in February 2019.

In the Summer Term:
•	 For those taking SATS, GCSEs and other exams, their parents and 

teachers.
•	 For the work of Action for Children on Action for Children Sunday.

Gracious God, help our churches to become Child/Young People friendly 
places, where they are respected, listened to and helped to grow.  Bless 
and guide those who work with children and young people, give them 
creative vision, patience, a sense of humour and knowledge of your 
presence in their work.

Image supplied by Sanders Print People    ING_18989_01162



Superintendent 
Rev’d Novette Headley 

Ministers
Rev’d Stephen Clark 
Rev’d Robert Kasema                                        
Rev’d Judith Lincoln                                   

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Douglas Brewer
Dcn Judith Wray
Rev’d Peter Sowler
Rev’d Pam Bolas
        
District Mission Enabler
Rev’d Jill Marsh

Family Worker
Mrs. Claire Sutcliffe 

Circuit Stewards
John Green
David Postlethwaite                            
Edith Cobley

Circuit Treasurers  
Liz Clarke
Andrew Paul   
  
Circuit Administrator
Marilyn Draycott

 
Our Circuit consists of ten congregations over eleven sites, situated in the 
inner and outer suburbs of Leicester city, extending west and northwards 
into the Leicestershire villages along the M1 corridor.  We have sixteen 
active Local Preachers, four Preachers in training and thirteen Worship 
Leaders.

Leicester West

Prayer 

“In the one Spirit we were all baptized into One 
Body. Let us therefore keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace”.

Give Thanks For:
•	 Our new Probationer Presbyter, Rev’d Judith Lincoln, that she will 

find joy in ministering and serving amongst us.
•	 The growing number of Local Preachers responding to the call of 

God.
•	 The growing interaction between the church community and the 

Girls’ Brigade at our Huncote and Ratby churches, where parents 
and children share in mid-week worship, and social activities.

•	 The joyful relationship our churches enjoy with other Christian 
denominations that meet on our premises.

Please Pray For:
•	 More people to support the Circuit in areas of Property Secretaries, 

Circuit Stewards, Tutors and Mentors of Local Preachers in training.  
•	 The search for an Anglican Priest to join the team at the St. 

Andrews’ Anglican-Methodist local ecumenical partnership Church 
in Leicester Forest East.

•	 The 20-20 Vision building project undertaken by our Glenfield 
Methodist Church, and all the fund-raising efforts that face them 
over the next few years.



Superintendent
Rev’d Andrew Lomax

Ministers:  
Rev’d Dr Jonathan 
Gichaara
Rev’d John Pugh
Rev’d Calvin Cheung 
Rev’d David Bowler AM

Chaplains:  
Rev’d David Owen, 
Loughborough Endowed 
Schools
Dcn Jan Sutton, Lough-
borough University

Supernumeraries
Rev’d David Blatherwick
Rev’d Hugh Cade
Rev’d Hedley Cousin
Rev’d Denis Gardiner
Rev’d John Marriott
Rev’d Douglas Maw
Rev’d Donald Wilkes

Local Church  
Margaret Williams

Pastors
Chris Watkins
Granville Mercy
Eleri Bristow
Circuit

Administrator  
Josephine Wills

Circuit Stewards 
Margaret Williams
Les Longmire
Trevor Ranson

Circuit Treasurer
Jim Riddell

The circuit serves the towns of Loughborough and Shepshed and the 
surrounding villages. Geographically we are in the centre of the nation, 
and seek to be at the heart of the communities we serve. Not hidden 
away but willing to go where God leads us, to live out our faith.

Loughborough

Prayer 

God of the gentle breeze, life giving Spirit, you 
surround us, you fill us, you bring life in all its 
fullness; you alone are worthy to receive praise. 
Forgive our foolishness, set us free to know you 
and serve you, so that we might gently lead 
others to your side. Amen.

Give Thanks For:
•	 Probationary minister, Rev’d Calvin Cheung and his wife Jenny, 

as they move into the circuit. Calvin will mainly be minister to the 
Loughborough Chinese Congregation, but will also share in circuit 
life.

•	 For the chaplaincy at Loughborough University and Dcn Jan Sutton, 
the coordinating chaplain.

•	 Continued good ecumenical relationships in all the towns and 
villages.

•	 Continuing enthusiasm for developing ways to reach our neighbours 
with the good news of Jesus.

Please Pray For:
•	 The mission to the wider Chinese community in the borough and on 

the university campus.
•	 A new partnership between the Methodist Circuit International 

House and a local housing charity to support those struggling to 
find a home.

•	 The Street Pastors, as they enter a new phase in leadership after ten 
years serving the town in the early hours of the morning.

•	 Vision to develop Messy Church for teenagers.



Superintendent 
Rev’d Dr Tim Woolley

Ministers 
Rev’d Wesley Hampton

Rev’d David Haseldine 

Rev’d Stephen Hoggar  
Other Appointment

Rev’d Vivienne Atter  
Other Appointment

Associate Minister 
Rev’d Michael Haighton
   
Lay Local Pastors 
John Cooke
Judith Cooke 
Anne Haddon

Youth Workers
Chris Newlyn
Lynn Adderley 
  
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Keith Ledson
Rev’d Graham Miles

Circuit Stewards
Cyril Fennell
Sheila Grice
Colin Haddon
Will Taylor

Circuit Administrator
Christine Bacon

 
The Hinckley circuit comprises eleven chapels in towns and villages of 
south west Leicestershire where the East and West Midlands meet.  Many 
of our chapels are in areas previously very dependent on the hosiery 
trade and with a long tradition of Nonconformity. John Wesley visited 
the town of Hinckley no fewer than six times and in 1783 described the 
Methodists there as ‘a serious, well-behaved people’.  

Hinckley

Prayer 

Tis Jesus, the First and the Last, 
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home, 
We’ll praise Him for all that is past! 
And trust Him for all that’s to come.
StF 67 v2   Joseph Hart (1712-1768)

Give Thanks For:
•	 The inspiration gained studying the book of Jonah during our circuit-

wide Bible Month. 
•	 The eagerness to repeat our Day of Prayer and Fasting twice in the 

forthcoming year.
•	 The vital work on substance addiction undertaken in schools by 

Lynn, our Early Intervention Worker.

Please Pray For:
•	 The development of Glo youth cafes at Burbage, Newbold Verdon 

and Sapcote, offering opportunities for faith exploration. 
•	 The employment of a Circuit Children and Families Missioner to 

work alongside our churches.
•	 The impact of our circuit study resource to help our churches to 

begin to discern growth strategies using Our Calling.
•	 The urgent need for new circuit stewards to join our leadership team 

in taking our mission forward.



Superintendent
Rev’d James Skinner

Deacon Alison McCauley
Associate Presbyter

Rev’d Canon Jeffrey 
Hopewell

Supernumeraries 
Rev’d Douglas Dennis
Rev’d Ronald Dyer
Rev’d David Key
Rev’d Dr Eric Lott
Rev’d Jeffrey Ward

Circuit Stewards
Jenny Oliver

Sue Gowin

Pauline Holbrook

Barbara Cresswell
Finance

Melton Mowbray consists of seven societies across its market town and 
rural villages - all of whom are engaging in mission and worship, and in 
serving their local communities.  The circuit is served by two ministers, one 
presbyteral and one diaconal, who contribute to good local ecumenical 
links.

Melton Mowbray

Prayer 

Loving heavenly Father,
Show us the way you wish us to follow you.
Give to us an awareness of those we should 
reach out to,
And the words we should use 
To share your “Good News”.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Give Thanks For:
•	 Current Circuit Initiatives—Messy Church, Mother and Toddler 

groups, Bereavement Support Group, Pastoral Visiting, Time out, 
and Tea Shop, Hot potato meetings, Café church, Prayer Quilt 
Ministry, “Holiday at Home”-- outreach to senior citizens in the local 
community.

•	 Chaplaincy work on the Farmers’ Market and in the Town Centre.
•	 Work with ecumenical partners.
•	 Work in local schools.
•	 The Friday Shoppers’ Service at Sage Cross.
•	 Local Preachers, Worship Leaders and Supernumerary Ministers.
•	 Local Pastors.

Please Pray For:
•	 “Lunch is on us” initiative in Melton.
•	 Development of new church leaders.
•	 Formation of more home groups.
•	 For the new deacon arriving in the circuit.
•	 Our outreach to all those who use church premises each week.
•	 For developing ecumenical relationships in the circuit.
•	 For Circuit Churches to discover new ways to be God’s people in 

their local community. 



Superintendent
Rev’d Romeo R Pedro

Ministers 
Dcn Richard Beckett
Rev’d Francis M’itiiri
Rev’d Phil Snelson

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Brian Kennard
Part Time Assistance

Rev’d Alan Sharp

Rev’d John Smith

Lay Workers
John Brown
Pastoral

John Atkin
District Schools’ Advisor

Circuit Stewards
Vic Winchcombe
Margaret Littlecott
Pam Kirkland
Elizabeth Hale

Circuit Treasurer
Keith Brooks 
Administrator
Sarah Eason

 
There are 13 diverse churches; rural, urban and multi-ethnic. This 
includes Emmanuel, the LEP. The Circuit is committed to Worship, Mission, 
Evangelism and Nurture and aims to provide appropriate resources 
to support and co-ordinate partnership between the ordained and lay 
ministries and to equip and resource people for mission.

Northampton

Prayer 

God of mercy, inclusion and grace, You know 
our dreams, desires and needs. Help us to live 
as Your answer to these prayers; and those 
things which we cannot do, transform them by 
the miracle of Your presence. Amen

Give Thanks For:
•	 The collaborative nature of our ministry and mission.
•	 Several churches that are embracing and celebrating their ethnic 

diversity.
•	 The many community links that we have; including Live At Home, 

Luncheon Clubs, School Pastors, Street Pastors and Food Banks.
•	 Several churches that are exploring their mission and outreach 

strategies.

Please Pray For:
•	 Kingsthorpe Methodist Church. They are currently sharing worship 

with the local Baptist church, pending a re-development project on 
the site.  

•	 The work we do to “Re-Imagine” our circuit and the churches’ plans 
and strategies.

•	 Finding more ways of Connecting with the community.
•	 The work we do with seeking opportunities for new ways of being 

‘church’.
•	 Gaining confidence in evangelism/sharing our faith.
•	 Working as a whole circuit to resource the churches and support 

each other.
•	 Those who are offering to be trained as Local Preachers and 

Worship Leaders.



Superintendent
Rev’d Andy Hardwick

Ministers 
Dcn Georgina Brooks
Rev’d Diane Bussey 
Rev’d Jane Gaffney
Rev’d Charity Madenyika

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Robert Anning
Rev’d David Collinson
Rev’d Christine Dybdahl
Rev’d Margaret Hadfield
Dcn Mary Neal
Rev’d Iain Rennie
 
Lay Workers 
Anna Pile
Lucy Catling
Pioneer Pathways

Sian Asbury
Ruth Henderson 
Emily Fallen

Circuit Stewards
Andy Brown
Andrew Downey
Rosemary Mason

Circuit Treasurer
Kathy Brooks

We are 12 churches based in Warwickshire, Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire. Here fantastic wealth and deep poverty live side-by-
side. There are fresh expressions, historic churches, large towns, villages 
and small hamlets. It is rural, industrial, and urban. We have falling 
membership, growing churches, imaginative worship, new preachers and 
worship leaders, and pioneering mission.   

Rugby & Daventry

Prayer 

With your help… 
‘We will walk the path that will cost us much 
and embrace the pain and sorrow 
We will trust in One who entrusts to us the 
disciples of tomorrow.’  - Singing the Faith 662

Give Thanks For:
•	 6 weeks of concentrated circuit prayer. 
•	 Rev’d Charity’s ordination. 
•	 Holiday-at-home.
•	 Luncheon clubs. 
•	 The Easter and Christmas story told interactively to hundreds of 

school children.
•	 Messy Church, Dinner Church, Praise and Bake.  
•	 Bilton’s 125th anniversary.
•	 Winter night shelter, food banks, Christians against Poverty, honesty 

shop. 

Please Pray For:
•	 Mental wellbeing outreach in schools and community.
•	 The Gift of Years Rugby chaplaincy to care-homes.
•	 Care and share dementia support.
•	 Local Preachers on trial and Worship Leaders in training.
•	 Fresh expressions at Newbold, Lawford-Lighthouse and Duffy Place. 
•	 Home groups.
•	 Dunchurch Methodists and Baptists worshipping together.
•	 First world war commemorations.
•	 Our response to hundreds of new homes being built.
•	 Transformation of our churches for mission and service.  



Superintendent
Rev’d Andy Fyall 

Ministers 
Rev’d William Booker 
Minister in Other Appointment: 
Open Door Baptist Church

Rev’d Ruth Charlesworth

Rev’d Helen Fyall
Minister in Other Appointment: 
Hospital Chaplain

Rev’d Canon Leo Osborn  

Lay Workers: 
Luke Denley 
Phil Jones
Sarah Lamb

Supernumeraries
Rev’d John Ansley 
Rev’d Neville Ashton 
Rev’d Christopher Bamber 
Rev’d Richard Baggott 
Rev’d Fred Day
Rev’d David Bosworth
Rev’d Julia Dowding 
Rev’d Barry Gent 
Rev’d Maureen Jones 
Rev’d Peter Lemmon  
Rev’d Brian Lewis 
Rev’d Brian Newbold 
Rev’d Dr Christine Pocock
Sister Eileen Rogers

Circuit Administrators
Rowan Scholtz 
Jill Marchlik

Circuit Stewards
Sara Burke 
Moyra Collins   
Ian Husbands               
AnneMarie Niemann    

Circuit Treasurer        
Nina Rawlins

The Stamford Circuit is a vibrant Circuit with a heart for mission and 
outreach, connecting with people in our communities and across the 
world to express God’s love in Christ through worship, prayer, outreach 
and care.

Stamford

Prayer 

Lord, you call us to your service,
Each in our own way,
Some to caring, loving, healing;
Some to preach, or pray;
Some to work with quiet learning,
Trust discerning,
Day by day.
Marjorie Dobson,  StF 664

Give Thanks For:
•	 The growing sense of fellowship across our circuit formed in 

September 2017.
•	 The faithfulness of people in the local churches keen to express 

Christian faith in deed and word.
•	 Opportunities to minister in our ten local communities.

Please Pray For:
•	 Our focus on outreach and evangelism, especially the Youth 

outreach work in Stamford based in ‘The Shack’ on the Recreation 
Ground.

•	 Societies who are faithfully maintaining their presence despite small 
and ageing numbers.

•	 Those who have the responsibility of leadership to be faithful to 
God’s vision.



District Executives
Rev’d Canon Helen
D. Cameron 
Chair of District

Rev’d Dr Martin Wellings
Deputy Chair of District

Rev’d Alan Bolton
Presbyteral Synod Secretary

Derek Beaumont
Representative Synod 
Secretary

Roy Slocombe
Assistant Synod Secretary

Rev’d Jill Marsh
District Mission Enabler

Rev’d Andy Fyall
District Ecumenical Officer

Chris Linford
District Property Secretary

Andrew Lewis
District Treasurer

Rev’d Novette Headley
District Methodist Council 
Representative

Synod Representatives
Wendy Curtis
Rev’d Helen Kirk
David Sparks

District Safeguarding/
Officer Team Leader
Gill Crippen

District Administrators
Christine Thompson
Susie Palmer

As Methodist people of the Northampton District we rejoice that the 
abundant presence of God is known and celebrated in multi-cultural 
cities, small rural villages, market towns, new housing developments and 
everywhere in between in this District. We live and work alongside those 
of other faiths, no faith and those of many Christian denominations. Our 
neighbours come from all over the globe and we are enriched by them. As 
a District we seek to support, encourage and enable ministry and mission 
in these varied settings by the constructive use of our resources. We seek 
to offer faithful service in the particularity of our contexts and to do so with 
confidence and imagination. We pray for God’s blessing for this District. 

Northampton District

Prayer 

God grant us courage for the living of these 
days. 
Help us to remain in your love and encouraged 
by your Spirit. Keep us faithful to our calling and 
willing to share what we know of your generous 
love and grace with our communities. 

Give Thanks For:
•	 Those who serve as District officers and all those who serve on District 

Committees, praying particularly for those taking on new roles.
•	 Work with candidates for ordained ministry, probationer ministers 

and those called to lay ministry. 
•	 Growing work among young people in schools, churches and in District 

events such as Acts 29. For the work of the District Schools Group.
•	 The financial resources we have to support creative ventures in 

mission, especially our District start-up grants.
•	 The work of our District Office staff, Susie and Christine. 

Please Pray For:
•	 Imaginative and effective deployment and use of our resources of 

people, property and finance. 
•	 The regional staff of the Learning Network as they continue to 

provide training opportunities to the District and especially our 
aligned officer, Adam Sanders.

•	 Those ministers, churches and circuits involved in stationing 
matching processes. 

•	 Our sisters and brothers in the churches and circuits of this District. 
•	 Our supernumerary ministers and the widows and widowers of 

ministers who have died. 
•	 Our lay workers, paid and voluntary, who offer local leadership 

and service.



Ecumenical
Development Officers    
Canon Vic Allsop
Leicestershire

David Hare
Oxfordshire
      
Rev’d Stuart Jenkins 
Northamptonshire

Phillip Hutchinson
Peterborough
         
Rev’d Canon John 
Robertson
Ecumenical Director of 
Mission, Milton Keynes

District Ecumenical 
Officers            
Rev’d Andy Fyall 
Churches Together 
Northamptonshire and 
Peterborough

Rev’d Gordon Webb 
Leicestershire
       
Rev’d Dawn Saunders 
Buckinghamshire
inc Milton Keynes       

Rev’d John Anderson 
Oxfordshire             

The District Ecumenical Officers, working alongside various denominations, 
on your behalf.  We trust that our Methodist Church enhances the life of 
faith, worship, prayer and mission in unity with other Christians.

Ecumencial Work

Prayer 

A Unity Prayer
Trinity in Unity,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Grant us the grace to pray without ceasing for 
the unity of Your Church.
May we reflect in Your Church the unity in diver-
sity that is yours.
Amen.

Give Thanks For:
•	 The Ecumenical Officers’ Team in the District as we seek to encour-

age mission and ministry beyond and between us and those of 
other denominations. 

•	 The opportunities to work together with brothers and sisters of other 
denominations in ministry, worship and mission.

Please Pray For:
•	 Churches in the District who are partners in an LEP - for wisdom and 

common purpose.  
•	 The work towards closer mission and ministry with the Church of 

England, especially our Covenant Champion, Mrs Wendy Ince.
•	 Expressions of God’s love and presence where churches are work-

ing together for good; Foodbanks, Street Pastor Schemes, pay as 
you feel cafes, Christians Against Poverty, Praying & healing on 
the streets.

•	 The DEOs in our district as they represent the Methodist Church on 
various bodies on behalf of the District.

•	 The conversations around the joint Anglican/Methodist report re-
garding interchangeability of ministry: ‘Mission and Ministry in 
Covenant’.



President  
Janis Bayley 

Secretary
Pam Sitford

Treasurer
Nina Rawlins 

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) in Northampton represents ALL 
women across our circuits, whether or not they belong to Fellowship 
Groups or committees. The aim of MWiB is ‘To know Christ and to make 
his love known’.

Methodist Women
in Britain

Prayer 

Lord, source of abundant life, you give us many 
gifts, you give us the resources of the earth, you 
give us the wisdom and skill to share them and 
use them to your praise and glory.  In a world of 
many abuses, where your generosity is scorned 
and misused, and the voice of your call ignored, 
equip us to know your voice, to hope in you 
alone, and to know your love renewed through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Give Thanks For:
•	 The work done by Nina Rawlins as our representative to MWiB 

Forum, as her term of office comes to an end.  
•	 Our Connexional President and Vice President, Sandra Goodwin 

and Anne Browse.
•	 The lives and service to MWiB of two of our members now called to 

higher service, Phyllis Siddens and Sue Collins.

Please Pray For:
•	 Mary Gill as she prepares to replace Nina as our representative to 

Forum and for Nina as she now takes over as Connexional Finance 
Officer. 

•	 The Connexional Team as they start a new year with a newly elect-
ed Vice President. 

•	 Northampton District Executive Team as they begin to think about 
re-addressing the format of their programmes.

•	 All Circuits within the Northampton District that they may be encour-
aged to respond to the invitations offered by MWiB.

•	 Our President’s Project ‘INTER CARE’, a service which takes medi-
cal supplies to parts of Africa where there is most need. 



Superintendent
Rev’d Martin Swan

Minister
Rev’d Neil Clarke

Supernumerary
Rev’d Jean Holyhead

Circuit Leadership 
Team
Ian Basson
Joan Catherall
Wendy Curtis
Alan Joyce
Maureen Ownsworth
Don Spooner
Caroline Barratt
Carolyn Rice

Circuit Treasurer
Peter Candlin

Circuit Administrator
Mary-Ann Ansdell

Our Circuit is experiencing many changes. We pray that we will focus on 
God and His plans for us as we endeavour to draw the churches in the 
circuit closer together. As lay people are trained up to take on positions of 
responsibility we pray that God will equip them with the skills they need 
to lead our churches.

Kettering & Corby

Prayer 

Dear God, we thank you for all those working 
in our circuit and pray that they will have an 
impact on our communities. We value all those 
you have put into our care – help us to serve 
them well. May we all work together for the 
good of your people and the spread of your 
Gospel. Amen

Give Thanks For:
•	 God’s continuing work in our Circuit.
•	 The servant hearts of our members and their commitment to seeing 

God’s work move forward.
•	 Our Circuit Leadership team and their commitment to Gospel-cen-

tred ministry.
•	 Pastoral visits and care carried out in all our churches.
•	 Financial provision to allow for building and modernisation pro-

grammes to be carried out.

Please Pray For:
•	 Wisdom for the Circuit Leadership Team as they work through the 

stationing process and for the Superintendent as he seeks God’s 
guidance for his future.

•	 God’s blessing on our continuing efforts to unite the churches within 
our circuit, that in His grace, we may move forward as one body.

•	 Our Circuit Youth Worker as she strives tirelessly to open the hearts 
of our young people to the Gospel.

•	 Good communication within the Circuit.
•	 A spirit of discipleship to see new lay leaders offering themselves 

in service.



Superintendent
Rev’d Andy Murphy

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Stephen Beer
Rev’d Geoffrey 
Hawkridge
Rev’d Martin Hounsfield
Rev’d Brian Kennard
Rev’d Peter Molcher
Rev’d Trevor Thomas
Rev’d Alison Tomlin
Rev’d David Tomlin
 

Associate Presbyter
Rev’d John Rackley
Baptist Union

Circuit Development 
Worker
Susie Colliss

Circuit Stewards
Jeanne Moore
Peter Arnold
Marilyn Calvert
Sue Nixon

We are a small Circuit of four churches covering the town of Market 
Harborough and villages Kibworth, Husbands Bosworth and Naseby. 
Our ministry and mission covers 
a wide age range; working with young parents and their children, 
outreach work with those in various retirement homes and extensive work 
with children in schools.

Market Harborough

Prayer 

Gracious God, we pray that the love we have 
received from Jesus radiates through us to 
everyone we meet. In our busy lives, we ask that 
you guide us in what priorities you have for us, 
which may not be the same as our own agenda. 
Help us to make time for people, sensitively 
getting alongside them at their point of need. 
Amen

Give Thanks For:
•	 The much valued work of Susie our development worker, especially 

her work in the local schools.
•	 Anne Parlby, a new local preacher on note.
•	 Good ecumenical relations with the other churches which include 

running a Christian Counselling service, youth club, Street Pastors 
and Credit Union.

•	 The ministry and encouragement of our Superintendent.
•	 The ministry of our supernumeraries, associate presbyter and local 

preachers.
•	 Outreach work at ‘The Well’, a meeting place to share God’s love 

set up by Christians working together in Kibworth.
•	 Two new Circuit Stewards.

Please Pray For:
•	 The chapel at Husbands Bosworth discerning a way forward.
•	 Young people attached to the churches to grow in faith. This can 

be very difficult when they are low in numbers and their school 
colleagues may ridicule them.

•	 A greater confidence and commitment in sharing the gospel with 
non - Christians.



Superintendent 
Rev’d Dr Langley
Mackrell-Hey

Ministers 
Rev’d Gareth Baron
Rev’d Sarah Gower AP
Rev’d Lesley Moseley AP

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Raymond Garfoot
Rev’d Joseph Goodridge
Rev’d David Parkes 
Rev’d Dale Sherriff 
Rev’d Douglas Stevens
Rev’d Graham Tooth 
 
Lay Employees 
Helen Crofts 
Circuit Mission Enabler

Anita (Neat) Gordon 
Pioneer Team Leader

Sue Moore
Circuit Administrator

Circuit Stewards 
Simon Stewart
Sue Keeney
Ann Tooth 

Circuit Treasurer 
Giles Armstrong 

Combined with the city of Peterborough, the circuit reaches out into three 
counties. Worship, Mission and Ministry takes place in the context of city, 
market towns and villages. We are greatly heartened to be a circuit which 
includes three formal and one informal local ecumenical partnership 
alongside other ecumenical ministries. 

Peterborough

Prayer 

Loving God, ever present and Grace 
abounding, Help us daily to offer our whole 
person in pursuit of holiness through serving 
you. 
May our awareness of our life found in you be 
awakened each day as the morning Sun, As 
you shape our lives we praise your Holy Name. 
Amen. 

Give Thanks For:
•	 The wealth of gifts that are used and the fullness of life known each 

day of the week through living out ‘Our Calling’. 
•	 The continuing wholesome growth being seen through mission part-

nerships of, The Winter Night Shelter; HOPE4Peterborough; Hope 
Revolution Peterborough; For Starters; Christmas Starts with Christ 
Campaign, Peterborough Foodbank; Various Friendship groups. 

Please Pray For:
•	 The Peterborough Pioneering Hub; for its Advocates, Associates, 

and Affiliates.
•	 ‘For Starters’ events in Peterborough; for all engaged in starting 

something new; for the sharing and inspiring; for the equipping and 
encouraging; for growth to continue. 

•	 The Pioneer Team leader, team and community on Welland; for 
community wide mission engagement.    

•	 For those who have recently come to faith; those recently received 
into Church Membership and those preparing for Membership. 

•	 A time of renewal in the Life of the Church across the circuit through 
the ongoing discernment and developments of the Circuit Strategy. 



Mission Support Group

John Atkins

Rev’d Canon Helen
D.Cameron

Phil Jones

Rev’d Robert Kasema

Rev’d Dr Langley
Mackrell-Hey

Rev’d Jill Marsh

Margaret Williams

The Mission Support Group (previously known as the MANGO group) 
exists to give support for God’s mission across the Northampton 
Methodist District. Circuit and church expressions of mission are varied 
and endlessly encouraging. We’re looking forward to supporting you 
with the Together Mission weeks 24th May – 9th June 2019.

Mission

Prayer 

God of all beauty and truth, keep us close to 
you as we learn to live as followers of Jesus 
Christ. God of all grace and goodness help us 
to celebrate your presence around us. May we 
share the gift of this love with others, in Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Give Thanks For:
•	 The number of churches and circuits who now have an active ‘plan 

for growth and fruitfulness’.
•	 The new level of engagement in prayer for new people to develop 

in faith, through Thy Kingdom Come. 
•	 The variety of new expressions of church which are beginning 

around the district and for the new pioneers who have joined the 
Methodist Pioneer Pathways.

•	 The time, energy and insights of Deacon Ruth Richey and Revd Jane 
Gaffney as members of this group over 2017-18.

Please Pray For:
•	 God to guide you in taking up the mission priorities which God has 

given you as a church, and for grace in laying down those things 
which will save energy for these priorities.

•	 Your circuit as you pray and plan for your circuit’s ‘Together Mis-
sion’.



Superintendent
Rev’d Margaret Eales  

Minister
Rev’d Kim Shorley

Assisting Ministers
Rev’d Michael
Alderson AP

Deacon Sylvia Kempson

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Shirley Baker
Rev’d Linda Brock
Rev’d Gordon Chisnall
Rev’d Michael Langstaff

Nene Valley Circuit comprises of 8 churches spread along the Nene 
Valley from Raunds to Earls Barton.  Outreach and mission are at the front 
of our work and we appointed a new Young People and Family Worker 
in June 2018 who we look forward to working alongside in our vision for 
the young people and families in our communities. 

Nene Valley

Prayer 

Loving God, help us to feel the warmth of your 
love as you encourage us to grow and change. 
When we are tired and anxious may we find 
rest in you. When we lack a sense of purpose 
and calling may we be inspired by your Spirit. 
Help us to sense the passion of your Spirit’s 
flame; move to your rhythm and speak with 
your fervour.  May you bless us, inspire us and 
confirm us in your calling as disciples of Christ. 
Amen

Give Thanks For:
•	 The ordination of Rev’d Kim Shorley and the appointment of our 

new Lay Worker, Rachel Lawrence.
•	 The work and energy that is bringing Great Park Street and Kings-

way churches together.
•	 Those who are taking on new roles and using their gifts for the work 

of this circuit.
•	 The growing of prayer groups and Bible study groups in the circuit.

Please Pray For:
•	 The work being undertaken and the changes that we pray God will 

bring as our members grasp the vision and find the courage to do 
all that God is asking of them.

•	 The work that has been set before our circuit in the Manifesto that 
all are challenged to see the world and our responsibilities under 
God and act upon it.

•	 Growth and vision that is demonstrated in outreach, mission and 
saving souls for Christ. 



District Local Preachers 
Secretary
Andrew Maisey 

His Spirit flowing free, high surging where it will: 
In prophet’s word he spoke of old, is speaking still.
Established is his law, and changeless it shall stand, 
Deep writ upon the human heart, on sea, on land.

StF 87 (v3)   Mediaeval Jewish Doxology  
Translated by: Max Landsberg (1845-1928) &
Newton Mann (1836-1926)

Preachers & Worship Leaders

Prayer 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Why are you 
frightened? Have you still no faith?”
Mark 4: 40 Good News Bible

Please Pray For:
•	 Praise to the Living God!
•	 For warmed hearts, overflowing with joy, confidence and peace - a 

gift from God.
•	 For the assurance of salvation and the call to ministry.
•	 That God is always with us in life, and in death.
•	 That in times of corporate worship, we can adore God freely.
•	 For times of worship that lift and inspire us.
•	 For the Good News that Jesus showed us and the potential each 

of us has.
•	 For entrusted gifts, talent and time to love and serve without reserve.
•	 Pray that in our lives and in our churches:
•	 Love is first in all we do and say.
•	 We will allow God to work through us and seek only to glorify God.
•	 We seek the deep, timeless truths of scripture through study and 

prayer.
•	 We talk to God, and listen, all the time.
•	 We depend on God for all things and abandon ourselves to God.
•	 We move forwards as God’s Spirit leads to love and serve all we 

meet.
•	 Our firm foundation be God alone.
•	 We respond to God’s grace with lives that burn brightly.



District Safeguarding 
Group 
David Jones - Chair

Rev’d Canon Helen
D. Cameron
Ian Wass

David Sparks

District Safeguarding 
Team Leader
Gill Crippen

District Safeguarding 
Officer, Quality 
Assurance
Sue Ioannou

District Safeguarding 
Officer, Training
Jenny Brooks

In line with Connexional Policy:
We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within 
the Church, in line with Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of 
criminal records disclosures and registration with the relevant vetting and 
barring schemes. We will respond without delay to every concern raised 
that suggests an adult, child or young person may have been harmed, 
co-operating with the police and local authority in any investigation.

We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing 
with them an appropriate ministry of informed pastoral care.

We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in 
a position of trust.

Safeguarding

Prayer 

Knowing that every person has a value and 
dignity which comes directly from the creation of 
humans in God’s own image and likeness; we 
pray for the strength to cherish all people and 
protect them from harm.
(from Methodist Safeguarding Policy and 
Procedures, altered)

Give Thanks For:
•	 The many volunteers who serve Christ through their roles as 

safeguarding officers, in churches and circuits. 
•	 All those who attend training in order to better protect everyone 

within the church.
•	 Everyone who has safeguarding in their mind as they go about the 

business of life and church.

Please Pray For:
•	 All who have been and are being abused.
•	 The District Safeguarding Group.
•	 The District Safeguarding Team.



Area Leader
Rev George Mwaura  
URC AM

Superintendent
Rev’d Dawn Saunders

Ministers
Rev’d Barry Lotz
Rev’d Nicola Martyn-Beck
Rev’d Ruth Maxey URC
Rev’d Jenny Mills URC AM
Rev’d Liz Morris WA
Rev’d Rosemary Smith URC

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Chris Batten
Rev’d Glyn Collins
Rev’d Peter Dudeney
Rev’d Dr Margaret Goodall
Rev’d Alan Harvey
Rev’d Stephanie Hibberd
Rev’d John Lusty
Rev’d David Marshall
Rev’d David Moore
Rev’d Beatrice Quaye
Rev’d Ken Renouf
Rev’d Peter Sharrocks
Deacon Stephen Peck

Area Officers
Graham Ghaleb
Rosemary Kearsey
Philip Arkhurst

Area Secretary
Geoff Emmins

Area Treasurers
David Harbey
Viv Wilson

2018/2019 will continue a period of discernment to find new and 
creative ways to be church in an ever-expanding context. The work of 
the denominations continues to be expressed in Ecumenical Partnerships, 
not denominational churches, and this provides exciting opportunities for 
the future.

Milton Keynes

Prayer 

God of surprises, guide and strengthen us as we 
seek to be your voice in this place. Challenge 
our narrow assumptions of you that we might 
be energised by the unimaginable possibilities 
you can provide. Give all your people, strength, 
courage and love to face the challenges with 
hope and enthusiasm. Amen.

Give Thanks For:
•	 The experience and wisdom of the supernumerary ministers who 

continue to contribute to the life and work of the church in Milton 
Keynes.

•	 The seven Local Preachers currently training to serve in Milton 
Keynes.

Please Pray For:
•	 Renewed and fresh enthusiasm to seek out fruitful expressions of 

church in the vast areas of new housing.
•	 The churches who strive to serve the smaller communities, offering 

welcome hospitality and unconditional love, that they may value 
their contributions.

•	 The church’s response to homelessness and mental health issues.



Superintendent
Rev’d Nick Thompson

Ministers
Rev’d Vida Foday

Deacon Richard
Goldstraw

Rev’d Iesinga Vunipola

Lay Workers
Vicky Everitt 
P.T. Flackwell Heath
Families Worker

Carolyn Luscombe
P.T. Administrator for
the Superintendent

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Alan Bolton
Rev’d Mike Hill
Rev’d Angela Singleton

Circuit Stewards
Nigel Sweet
Senior Steward

Duncan Booth

Alan Kingsnorth

Roberta Lunt

Pam Sweet

Circuit Treasurer
David Sparks

Circuit Meeting
Secretary
Roy Slocombe

The Circuit is working to change its focus next year as we are seeking a 
Probationer Presbyter to work in a new Wycombe Town section based on 
Wesley and the Avenue Churches to work alongside our new Deacon, 
Richard Goldstraw, in the more urban part of the Circuit with a remit for 
mission. We are also exploring new ways of working in the community 
with an opportunity for chaplaincy in a new Retirement Village in High 
Wycombe.

High Wycombe

Prayer 

Gracious God, enfold your people and give us 
strength and new purpose in your unconditional 
love, seen in the life and death and rising of 
Jesus. Open our hearts and minds always to 
your endless possibilities to serve you in the 
world and to be Good News in the communities 
where we are placed.  Amen

Give Thanks For:
•	 The continuing growth of the Lantern services in Marlow Bottom 

led by the Anglican Team and the Methodist Church, which are 
attracting new families to worship and spiritual exploration and 
the push to create a united Church in the Valley as we work and 
witness together.

•	 The work with children and families through the week in Flackwell 
Heath led by our gifted Family Worker, Vicky Everitt.

•	 The opportunities to reach out to those moving in to the new 
Hughenden Retirement Village in High Wycombe.

Please Pray For:
•	 Marlow Methodist Church as they seek to employ a part time Youth 

and Family Worker and redevelop their premises.
•	 The members of Naphill Methodist Church following the end of 

worship there and the whole Circuit as we discern how to use the 
buildings there.

•	 Marlow Bottom Methodist Church as they look to build a new 
Church with St Mary’s, Marlow Bottom, and become one Church 
as a full LEP to resource the expanding work with families.



Superintendent
Rev’d Anne Ellis 

Minister
Rev’d Nigel Wright

Lay Staff
Gill McNab
Church 2 Community 
Project Leader - Chesham

Circuit Stewards
John Hollands
Gill McAllister

The Amersham circuit lies within the Chilterns, Buckinghamshire, in an 
area of outstanding natural beauty and encompasses several medium-
sized towns and rural villages. It forms the southernmost part of the 
Northampton District and extends northwesterly from Gerrards Cross to 
Prestwood and Lee Common.

Amersham

Prayer 

O thou who camest from above the pure 
celestial fire to impart. 
Kindle a flame of sacred love on the mean altar 
of my heart. 
There let it for thy glory burn with 
inextinguishable blaze, 
And trembling to its source return in humble 
prayer and fervent praise. 
Charles Wesley

Give Thanks For:
•	 A fully subscribed Disciple Course with participants from across 

the Circuit.
•	 The start-up of a Treasured Memories Club at Chesham for those 

with dementia and their carers.
•	 The new service of Compline at Little Chalfont with its focus on 

prayer and stillness.
•	 The Movers and Shakers programme at Gerrards Cross.
•	 Local Preachers and Worship Leaders.

Please Pray For:
•	 Those attending the Disciple Course.
•	 Prestwood, Deanway and Lee Common as they explore mission.
•	 The development of house groups.
•	 The Circuit in appointing a bookkeeper/administrator.
•	 The lightening of the load on our volunteers and staff.
•	 Appointment and development of new circuit and church officers.
•	 The Blue Christmas Service in December.
•	 Sense of place and belonging for all who interact with the church.



Superintendent
Rev’d Helen Kirk 

Ministers
Rev’d Donna
Broadbent - Kelly

Rev’d Keith Edwards

Rev’d Romilly Micklem (AP)

Rev’d Anthony Howells (AP) 

Rev’d Charlotte Collins 
Hospital Chaplaincy

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Hayford 
Ofori-Attah

Lay Workers
Arthur Sara 
Jennie Marriner-Kyle 

Circuit Stewards
Anne Marie Lord                                                                 
Paul Ingram
Keith Wallace 
Alfred Rogers                              
Barry Tarbox

Circuit Administrator 
Shirley Francis

Circuit Meeting 
Secretary
Marilyn Storer 

The Vale of Aylesbury Circuit stretches from East Oxfordshire to North 
Buckinghamshire and consists of 18 churches ministering in diverse 
communities including town centres, new housing developments and rural 
villages. Like many areas we are experiencing substantial development 
as thousands of new houses are being built across the circuit, bringing 
significant change and growth.

Vale of Aylesbury

Prayer 

Loving God, you make us your people; enable 
our communities that we may laugh and cry 
together, dance and sing together; eat and be 
still together; challenge us to fight for justice and 
for peace; inspire us to live graciously with each 
other and audaciously for Christ in your world.

Give Thanks For:
•	 Growing pockets of work with children and young people supported 

by our youth worker Mel Brown.
•	 Opportunities for rural chaplaincy especially in the north of the 

circuit.
•	 Ecumenical relationships and shared ministry in many of our towns 

and villages.
•	 Grants awarded to Aylesbury to enable a town centre Welcome 

Project.
•	 The circuit system that enables the stronger fellowships to support 

the weak and all to celebrate the diverse gifts that each can bring.
•	 An excellent team of leaders both lay and ordained. 

Please Pray For:
•	 The circuit invitation committee as they seek to appoint a new 

superintendent minister for 2019.
•	 Donna Broadbent-Kelly as she continues in her second year as a 

probationer minister.
•	 Our churches as we prayerfully consider plans for growth/end of 

life. 
•	 Creative ways to enable vibrant worship across the circuit that goes 

beyond ‘filling a gap on the plan’.
•	 Continued work with children & young people. 



Churches Together in Leicestershire is partnered with the diocese of Trichy 
in South India.

Trichy, which is short for Tiruchirappalli, is a city of about a million people, 
in the state of Tamil Nadu, about 200 miles north of the southern tip of 
India, situated on the River Cauvery. Most people are Hindu although 
there are many Muslims and Christians, in about equal numbers. People 
speak Tamil but as a legacy of colonial rule, English is also widely spoken. 
The main tourist attractions are the ancient Rock Fort temple and the Sri 
Ranganathaswampy temple.

In January/February 2016, a group of six curates had a visit to Trichy 
where they were able to share in Sunday worship in various churches 
throughout the diocese and visited projects such as the Dharaparam 
Nurses’ School and Lister Home for Girls, the Valparai Girls’ Hostel, and 
the Orphanage at Karur.

A group of six church leaders from Trichy Diocese visited Leicester Diocese 
for two weeks in June. Towards the end of their time, they were joined 
by Bishop Paul and his wife Lily on what was their final visit to England 
before Bishop Paul retired this spring. 

Trichy Diocese

Prayer

God of love,
you created such abundant diversity of people 
and cultures, yet you call us together as one 
family.
Give us humility to receive from others and 
generosity to share of ourselves that our 
churches and our peoples may serve in 
partnership and grow together in your love,
to the honour and glory of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please Pray For:
•	 The Children’s Homes supported by the link -
•	 Bishop Solomon Doraisamy Girls’ home, Valparai;
•	 Lister Home in Dharapuram;
•	 Shanti Nilayam Children’s Home, Karur. 
•	 The new Bishop of Trichy -  The Rev’d Dr D Chandrasekaran
•	 The Link officer in Trichy -    Rev’d Suresh Kumar.
•	 The Pilgrimage to Trichy in April 2019 being led by Rev’d Keith 

Hebden and all those who will be travelling there.



Vocations Officer
Rev’d Dawn Saunders

Candidates’ Secretary 
Rev’d Andy Murphy

Probationers’ 
Secretary
Rev’d Dr Tim Woolley

Probationers’ Tutor
Rev’d Dr Robert Bates

Under 5’s Co-ordinator
Rev’d Michael Sawyer

Learning Network 
(DMLN), East Central 
Region
Adam Sanders
Jane Bingham
Gill Thomas

‘Vocation’ begins with the gentle call of God.  It starts to take shape in 
prayer, and develops in quiet conversations within churches and circuits.  
The work of the District is to further encourage and resource, and – where 
a calling may lead to a recognised ministry – to listen carefully and test it.  
Helped by the wider Church, all our callings can be continually equipped 
and shaped by God.

Vocations

Prayer 

God, who called light out of oblivion, 
You call us, in beautifully unique ways, 
to shine your light in darkness;
to follow where Christ leads; 
and to bring your purpose and hope to the 
world’s futility and despair.
Help us each day to live up to our calling
and never stop listening to your voice.  
Amen.

Give Thanks For:
•	 The variety of ministries within the churches and communities of 

our District.
•	 The wonderful and unexpected call of God, who speaks to those 

who least expect it, calls those who feel unworthy, and equips those 
who think they have nothing to offer.

Please Pray For:
•	 District Vocations Days – encouraging people to think about where 

God might be calling them.
•	 The District Candidates’ Committee – testing the call of prospective 

ministers who wish to offer themselves for training for God’s service.
•	 The District Probationers’ Committee – continuing to test the call of 

those ministers who have come from college; to work with them and 
ensure they are ready for ordination.

•	 The Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network (DMLN) – 
supporting and resourcing us in many aspects of training for lay 
and ordained people, churches and Circuits.

•	 Those who will be going through the process of Candidating this 
year; ministers-in-training; and all Probationer ministers in the 
District.


